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~ MARCH 31, 2024 ~ EASTER SUNDAY ~  
 

SILENT MEDITATION   Ken Burns, the award winning documentary film maker, 
once said, 'We try to bring history back to life, and when we do, we are literally, 
'waking the dead.' Part of the meaning of Resurrection is waking up dead history 
and giving it new life. Alas, the failure of so many societies is forgetting the past 
and keeping it dead. Right now, for example, we see world leaders replaying               
patterns of power abuse, reminiscent of numerous dictators and empires of the 
past, and yet people ignore those lessons and blindly follow them . Right now we 
see patterns of prejudice and populism that have cursed societies of the past, and 
yet people give those dark energies free reign once again. We see patterns of        
environmental abuse that once lead to the demise of entire tribes and eco-systems, 
being replayed naively and selfishly in our current world. And I know many children 
who repeat their parent's bad behaviors thinking they will turn out differently. The 
remedy to Santayana's famous critique, 'Those who cannot remember the past are 
condemned to repeat it.' is Resurrection. 
 
 

PRELUDE       Kyrie  - Lord Have Mercy         Robert Ray 
 

 

*WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                       Rev. Dr. James H. Gray 
 

*ENTER THE óFLAMEò AND THE óWORDò    
  
CALL TO WORSHIP     
  

L:  Jesus was born in a Bethlehem manger at Christmas. Christ was born out of 
 Jerusalem tomb at Easter. 
P: From womb to tomb and beyond, this is our journey with God. 
L: Jesus was one body. The body of Christ is a collective body: a body of          
 teaching, a body of memory, a body of faithful people. 
P:  May our unity be magnified this Easter, as the living Body of Christ!    
L: Let us worship God.  
 

*HYMN  Credo  - I Believe in God     Robert Ray  
 

*UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION                        Paula Nassivera  
 

L: The Lord be with you. P:  And also with you. L: Let us pray together. 
 
ALL:  We confess how much we like ourselves just the way we are. We don't want 
to change. We like the status quo just fine, thank you.! 0 Lord, remind us that          
Easter is all about change. The Resurrection is all about new life, not old tombs. 
Help us to see how life is killing us and our world, no matter how much we like it. 
Send us Your angels to roll away our stones, over come our fears, and come       
out of the darkness and into the light, to be born anew in Christ, for our own             
sake and for the sake of the world. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 
 
 



*MOMENT OF SILENT CONFESSION 
 

*UNISON ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS    On the cross Jesus proclaimed, "Father 
forgive them, for they know not what they do." May God's forgiveness transcend what 
we do or do not know. And may we simply accept that we need to be forgiven and          
already have been in Christ. 
 
  
*THE LORDôS PRAYER    

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil:  

 for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

 
*GLORIA PATRI #37 Glory Be to God 
 

Glory be to God and to the Christ and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen. Amen.  
 

TIME WITH THE YOUNG  
 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM  Acclamation  -  Hallelujah Praise the Lord      Robert Ray  
 
 
PRAYER OF PASTORAL CARE                     Rev. Jordan (Skip) Dickinson 

Our Response:  God of Resurrection, hear our prayer. 
 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON   Matthew 28:1-10             Ginny Longacre 
 
 
SERMON      Go Tell              Rev. Dr. James H. Gray   
    
OFFERTORY    Sanctus  - Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts      Robert Ray         
 
        
DOXOLOGY   #46 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
    Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
    Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host; 
    Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.  
DEDICATION   
  
CHOIR ANTHEM   Agnus  -  Lamb of God  Robert Ray   
 
BENEDICTION  
 



 
POSTLUDE        Lord of the Dance     
 

                  (Words by Sidney Carter, music to the tune of Simple Gifts) 
 

I danced in the morning when the world was begun,  
and I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun. 

and I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth.   
At Bethlehem I had my birth. Refrain 

 
 

Dance, then, wherever you may be: I am the Lord of the 
Dance, said he.  And Iôll lead you all wherever you may be; 

and Iôll lead you all in the dance, said he. 
 
 

I danced for the scribe and Pharisee, but they would not 
dance and they would not follow me: 

I danced for the fishermen, for James & John; they came to 
me and the dance went on. Refrain  

 

I danced on the Sabbath when I cured the lame,  
the holy people said it was a shame: 

They whipped and they stripped and they hung me high; and 
they left me there on a cross to die. Refrain 

 

I danced on a Friday and the sky turned black; itôs hard to  
dance with the devil on your back 

They buried my body and they thought Iôd gone, but I am the  
dance and I still go on. Refrain 

 

They cut me down and I leapt up high.  I am the life thatôll never, never die: 
Iôll live in you if youôll live in me: I am the Lord of the  

Dance, said he.  Refrain 
 

Our thanks to our ushers: 
 Robin Chandler, Betsy Olson, Annabelle  Lui and Pengju Siu  

Karl & Marietta White 
Our thanks to our liturgist, Paula Nassivera  

Our thanks to our Scripture Reader, Ginny Longacre  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Our thanks to all those who donated lilies: 
 

Name    Dedication 
Dan Zimmerman   For all Gods creatures big and small 
Hiller-Dupont Family  In honor of our son Brandon,                                                          
     and in dedication to family and friends past and present 
Ellen Maloney   In Memory of the Rev. William and Billy Maloney 
Caren McVicker   In Memory of Harriet Johnson 
Caren McVicker   In Memory of Chuck Simpson 
Gail and Don Brodie  For Peace 
Kit Wallace    In loving memory of Janet and George Wallace and                       
     Amy Wallace 
Julie and David Citron  In Memory of loved ones from the Citron Family 
Karen & Bob Allen  In honor of our grandchildren 
Derry and Skip Dickinson In Memory of our parents Rev. Edwards & Marjory Dickinson 
     and Everett & Grace Hazelton 
Derry and Skip Dickinson In Memory of our daughter, Jennifer Elizabeth Dickinson 
Nora Larsen   In Memory of loved ones 
Dotty Thompson   In Memory of family 
Ann Keller    In honor of Ginny and Don Keller 
Robin and Henry Chandler Happy 1st Easter to our granddaughter Ruby 
Sunny & Frank Velie  To the Velie & Gratto families with love 
Linda O'Leary   In Memory of loved ones 
Lynne & Scott Welsh  In celebration of our families from Lynn and Scott Welsh 
Elizabeth Karet   In memory of her dear friend Doris VanNatta 
 
 

PRAYER LIST Our prayer list is a network of love and faith in the power of prayer.  We          
receive these names from members and friends of our church who hold these individuals 
up in their own prayer life for Godôs healing and strength upon them.  We have updated 
the prayer list and have removed many who were on the list for the last three years. If 
your family is missing and you want them back on the list, please let us know.  
 
 

IMMEDIATE NEEDS  PRAYER CONCERNS:  Carl Hedman; Tim Velie; Spencer                  
Murdock; James H. Caswell; Gina Kelly; Millie Holland; The Krauss Family; Drew Totten; 
Michael Chambers; Kevin Bishop; Patrick Denis; Dr. James Gray (Jimôs father);                   
Constance Beatty; Mary Loggins; Scott & Jenny Joy Martin; Katherine Karpinski; James  
Markowski; Donna Tonic; Janet Harvey; Jonathon Dickinson; Shirley Simpson; Nate 
Walker Horowitz; Charlie Lipinski; Rita Robson; Thelma, Neil & Carol Groty, Arnold       
Somin; Barbara West; Steve Andrews and Carol, Patricia Bono; Art Regan, Alan           
Hazelton, Emma Fisk; Nathan Cochran; Steve Munier; Cindy Overstreet; and in the                              
Dorset Church, for  our bookkeeper, Leslie as she helps our new Treasurer, Janet           
Chandler learn the ropes, in the Vermont  Conference for the Congregational Union 
Church of South Wallingford, Pastor John Hill; and in the UCC, Family & Friends of Rev. 
Susan Blain who led UCC national ministries in worship and liturgical arts for many years.  

LONG-TERM PRAYER CONCERNS: Kay Keith; Grant Noble; Rick Rosko; Robert Gratz; 
Dan  McKinley; Ron Smith; Priscilla Gaiotti; Susan; Julie; Maryann Dellinger; Roger            
Greenway; Ginny Lucas; Larry West Weinstein; Cindy Dunham; Brian Bean; Gerald 
Jones; Cindy Decker, Kris; Bob West; Phoebe Savoy; Pam Downs; Josh Rubin; Cathy 



Linde; Karen De Mascio; Marianne Bacon; Karen Statler; Kay Kwasniewski; Harriet Boone;       
David Parsons; President Jimmy Carter; Robbie Littlewood; Jim Ameden; Ann Healy; Sandy 
Cary; Linda and Dick Buswell; Elizabeth LaBerge; Dottie Hinkle; Chip Wilson;  Matthew Hill; 
Hazel Prouty; Ronald Lamb; Lucas Kasper; Toni-Ann Pearsall; Deb Sharp; James              
Jankowski; Rand Snyderman; Chris Waker; Ched Evans; Vern James; Jameson Gray           
Pelton; Judy Dunn; Evelyn Tobin; Cassia Duran; Chris Willis; Rich; Grace & Bill Wise; 
George Smith; Linda Bushee. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
STEWARDSHIP MEETING will be held on Wednesday, April 3rd at 8:00 AM 
 
FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST on Thursday, April 4th at 8:30 AM.  Everyone is welcome! 
 
As part of our kick-off, we are inviting you to a short 30-minute presentation titled ñHelping 
Hands: The Promise of Mental Counseling in Vermontò, after service, on Sunday April 
7
th
 at 11:30 pm.  At this meeting we will provide you an overview of our new Dorset Church 

Counseling Centerôs services and operations. 
 
MISSION MEETING will be held on Wednesday, April 10th at 7:30 PM  
 
BIBLE STUDY will resume on Wednesday, April 10th and will run through May 29th.  It  
begins at 5:00 PM.  Simple supper is served.  
 
CHORAL WORKSHOP WITH BETH THOMPSON will be held on Saturday, April 13th from 
10 amð12:00 Noon.  See Tom Salmon for details.  
 

WEôRE READY TO RUMMAGE 
To all those who have helped in the past, thank you for all of your efforts that have helped 
put the Dorset Rummage Sale on the map as an event not to be missed.  We couldnôt do it 
without you and hope you will join us again this spring. 
 

If you havenôt yet been part of this iconic community event, you really should give it a            
try - especially if you are new to the area or to the church.  It is a wonderful way to meet 
people and make new friends.  

 

Volunteers are needed are follows: 
 
SUNDAY April 21 - Set-Up immediately following the service.  THERE WILL BE NO      
COFFEE HOUR. 
 
MONDAY April 22 - April 25   (Daytime/Evenings).  Sorting, arranging, pricing etc. 
 
SATURDAY Apr 27: 
 8:00 am -1pm  - Sales assistants needed  
 1pm onward - Muscles and trucks needed for cleanup 
 
You can volunteer by: 
- signing up on Sunday at coffee hour after the service 
- contacting your department leader if you are a regular 
- calling Candace on 802-989-2416 



SECOND HOURðPLANNED GIVING WORKSHOP will be held on Sunday, April 14th at 
11:30 AM.  All are encouraged to attend.  Join Pastor Gray and the Stewardship Commit-
tee to learn more about stewardship opportunities in retirement planning and in bequests.      
 

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE  wants to alert the church community that applications for 
scholarships awarded for the 2023-2024 year are now available. Call the Church office at 
867-2260 for applications.  APPLICATION DEADLINE is APRIL 14, 2023. 

 

RUMMAGE SALE CONCESSION STAND SATURDAY APRIL 27, 2024 
 

 The Christian Education Committee is excited to host the concession stand once again at 
this yearôs spring Rummage Sale. This year we are again looking forward to helping feed all 
the workers  that make this community event happen with homemade soups and chilis. 
Please consider contributing one of your favorites! 
 
We also will be hosting our popular  fried egg sandwich station. Weôre looking for ten dozen 
egg donations and  several awesome egg flipping, fun loving, sandwich makers.   
Weôre also looking for donations of cookies, brownies, cakes, scones, pies, crock pots of 
chili, soup or macaroni and cheese.  If cooking/baking isnôt your thing, we have a list of other 
donations needed. We also will need workers to help set up, serve and sell. We do not want 
to take much needed workers away from the rummage sale itself; and so are especially            
interested in having Sunday School children, youth and parents join our concession stand 
team.  Please sign up in the Vestry with Paula Nassivera during coffee hour or contact 
Gretchen Lima at gretchenlima@aol.com / (802)362-5548, (973)900-1485, cell.  
All proceeds from this event go to the Christian Education program and special              

mission projects.  
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