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WELCOME

Rev. Dr. James H. Gray

CALL TO WORSHIP
L:
You are above me, O God, You are within me.
P:
You are in all things yet contained fully by no thing.
L:
Teach me to seek you in all that has life.
P:
That I may see you as the Light of all life.
L:
Teach me to search for you in my own depths,
P:
That I may find you in my every living moment, both good and bad.
(Adapted from prayer by Philip Newal from Sounds of The Eternal) 575
HYMN # 575 Come and Find the Quiet Center (See Back page)
PRAYER OF INVOCATION

Rev. Rebecca Sommons

UNISON READING OF PSALM 139:1-19
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways.
Even before a word is on my tongue,
O Lord, you know it completely.
You hem me in, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that I cannot attain it.
Where can I go from your spirit?

Or where can I flee from your presence?
If I ascend to heaven, you are there;
if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there.
If I take the wings of the morning
and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,
even there your hand shall lead me,
and your right hand shall hold me fast.
If I say, ‘Surely the darkness shall cover me,
and the light around me become night’,
even the darkness is not dark to you;
the night is as bright as the day,
for darkness is as light to you.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil:
for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
SCRIPTURE

Luke 15:11-24

HOMILY

How to Say Your Sorry

Rev. Jordan (Skip) Dickinson
Rev. Dr. James H. Gray

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (responsively)

Rev. Rebecca Sommons

L:
Let us pray.
All: Most holy and merciful God; we confess to You, to one another and to Creation, to
future generations and the legacy of our loved one’s deceased that we have sinned
by our own fault in thought, word and deed, by what we have done and what we
have left undone.
L: We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven
All: Lord, hear our prayers. (Silence)
L:
We have not loved our neighbor as we have loved ourselves.
All: Lord, hear our prayers
(Silence)
L:
We have not loved those whom Christ loved; the lowly, the outcast, the sick and
imprisoned, the stranger and homeless, the sinner, the enemy and the least of
our brothers and sisters.
All: Lord, hear our prayers. (Silence)
L: For all those to whom we have been judgmental, cast rumors and counted only
wrongs.
All: Lord hear our prayers. (Silence)
L:
For all our times of boastfulness, impatience, anger and cold-heartedness,
All: Lord, hear our prayers. (Silence)
L: For all the ways we abuse our bodies, minds and souls.
All: Lord, hear our prayers. (Silence)
L:
Lord, you have called us to seek first, Your Kingdom, then all else we need will
be given us,
All: Yet we confess that we have worked hard to build our own little kingdoms and fit
your kingdom in when convenient.
L:
We have allowed sin in our systems to thrive because of our passivity, our fear of
controversy, our love of conformity.
All: Forgive us, O God, for this and all our sin. Create in us a clean heart. Put a right
spirit within us. Deliver us from shame. Complete for us, the dance of repentance,
that we may not only turn away from sin but turn our lives back toward Thee,
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen.
RITUAL OF THE ASHES

Jane LoBrutto

Each person will place the mark of the ashes on their own foreheads as they are passed
ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND CLEANSING FROM ASHES
On numerous occasions Jesus warned about flaunting one’s piety in public. In
Matthew we read, “do not look dismal like the hypocrites that disfigure their faces to
show others that they are pious in their fasting, truly I tell you they have received their
reward in private. When you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face so that
your piety will not be seen by others but by your father that sees in secret.” With this
in mind we now wash off the stain of the ashes knowing we are cleansed by the
love of God.

CLOSING SENTENCES
L:
P:
L:
P:
ALL:

Rev. Dr. James H. Gray

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,
That we may show forth your glory.
By the cross and passion of our Savior,
Bring us with all your saints to the joy of Christ’s resurrection.
Amen.

